T
he IEEE Power Electronics Society (PELS) will be celebrating its 30th anniversary in 2018. We will commemorate this milestone with events to be held at both the IEEE Applied Power Electronics Conference and Exposition and IEEE Energy Conversion Congress and Exposition this year as well as with a special compendium of IEEE Power Electronics Magazine. I will stop short of giving away those exciting details, but we are busy working on it. Stay tuned! Some brief comments are in order pertaining to 2017 PELS business. We had successful reviews of several of our publications this past year by the IEEE Technical Activities Board. These analyses look for ways in which we can continuously improve our publications. Our magazine along with IEEE Transactions on Power Electronics, IEEE Power Electronics Letters, and IEEE Transactions on Transportation Electrification all received successful reviews. IEEE Journal on Emerging and Selected Topics in Power Electronics will be audited in 2018. By the time you read this issue, the Society itself will have also undergone its five-year review. Since our publications are all on a positive footing, our conferences are well attended, and our Society finances are sound, we are expecting a positive review. I would also like to announce that Prof. Frede Blaabjerg of Aalborg University was recently elected as the PELS president-elect for 2018 and will take over as president for 2019 and 2020.
New for IEEE Fellows
Several members of our Society were recently elevated to IEEE Fellow grade for 2018. Eight of these individuals were elevated through PELS, while several other members were elevated through other Societies; see the "Society News" article "Congratulations to Newly Elected IEEE Fellows" on page 66 in this issue. Congratulations to the following individuals elevated through PELS: The IEEE Power Electronics Society will be celebrating its 30th anniversary in 2018.
■ ■ Haithem Abu-rub for contributions to power-electronic converters for renewable energy applications. I want to encourage further nominations of individuals from our membership. We have many deserving people and want to ensure that they are recognized for their contributions. 
Closing Thoughts

